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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-153
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 28, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, F
Date of Analysis: March 2, 2017
Type of Action: Authorizing amended and restated non-encroachment protection agreement with the U.S. Navy; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes execution of an amended and restated non-encroachment protection agreement between the City and the U.S. Navy for the cooperative protection of properties around military airfields from undesirable encroachment by development and incompatible uses. The Military Affairs and Veterans Department is designated as the City’s oversight agency for the agreement.
Background Information: In 2012 the U.S. Navy entered into an agreement with The Preservation Law Group, Inc. (PLG) to act as its partner in using Navy funding to purchase restricted use easements on properties in the Military Influence Zones surrounding the City’s three military airfields – NAS Cecil Field, Whitehouse Outlying Field, and NAS Mayport. The purpose of the restricted use easements is to prevent encroachment of development incompatible with the continuing unfettered military use of the airfields to accomplish the Navy’s missions. The PLG dissolved without any easements being acquired and the Navy has requested that the City become its partner in acquiring the desired easements. The Navy has $2,746,000 of obligated funds remaining in this project budget for acquisition of restricted use easements from willing sellers and the City has previously received grants from Enterprise Florida (see Ordinances 2009-60-E, 2010-598-E, 2010-867-E, 2016-589-E) for the purpose of restrictive easement acquisition.
The Multi-Year Agreement provides that either party may elect to participate or not participate in any acquisition transaction and may independently pursue property interest acquisitions without the other party. Neither party has any financial liability to the other prior to written agreement for a particular acquisition and all monetary obligations are subject to appropriation and fund availability. The United States Code authorizes the Navy to pay all or a portion of the costs of monitoring, enforcing and managing natural resources on the acquired easements. 
Policy Impact Area: Protection of naval air installation full operability
Fiscal Impact: The funding ratio for restrictive easement acquisitions will be 75% Navy/25% City. The Navy has $2,746,000 of obligated funds remaining in its budget for this project.
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